
To our stakeholders,
An Artful Year in Review: Annual Report 2020-2021

Partnerships-



With the support of the St. Louis Office of Developmental Disability 
Resources, the Lifeworks program had another successful year of using 
creative self-expression to further independence and growth of individuals 
with developmental disabilities. Through virtual and in person support, 
83% of program participants increased their self-confidence and 67% 
increased advocacy skills used in other areas of their life. 83% increased 
their their financial literacy and earning capacity through the program.  

The past year has presented challenges for everyone, especially veterans in 
transition. Support from the Boeing Corporation enabled Artists First for 
Veterans in using creative self-expression to increase emotional well-being and 
reduction of distressing emotions by 75% for program participants. 

Both the Adult and Youth Open Studio programs increased the number of 
adults with disabilities and youth served through virtual and in-person art 
facilitation. 

This past year, Artists First created and implemented the Portfolio Program. 
A new four month program geared towards individuals who want to take their 
artistry skills to the next level, as well as individuals who require extra 
one-on-one support to bring out the best of their creative abilities. The goal of 
this program is for individuals to create a new series of artwork while they 
simultaneously work on communication skills, self advocacy, and planning 
skills. Each paskills. Each participant has the opportunity at the end of the program to have 
their own art show at Artists First studio. Participants are involved with all 
aspects of creating their art show including framing and hanging the artwork,
designing invitations, as well as writing an artist’s statement and designing
 a show flyer. 

During the program year 2020-2021, for the safety of all involved and with 
COVID-19 restrictions, the OMA program was put on hold. Thanks to a generous 
grant for FY 21-22 from the Incarnate Word Foundation, Artists First is 
preparing to resume the 8-week creative self-expression program for individuals 
with Dementia. 
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Our Staff-Our Board-
Jimauria Evans, Board Co-President
Anne Hollin, Board Co-President
Rene Zar, Seceretary
Dede Raskas, Board Member
Douglas Hall, Board Member
Nancy Newman-Rice, Board Member
John Orbe, John Orbe, Advisory Board Memeber
Robert A. Powell, Advisory Board Member 
Audrey Jones, Advisory Board Member

Artists First is grateful to our generous community of supporters helping us to make a creative impact.
Grant partners include: The Boeing Corporation, Regional Arts Commission, The Saint Louis Office of 
Developmental Disability Resources and the Trio Foundation of Saint Louis.

IncomeExpenses

4% Fundraising
7% Administrative
89% Program 22% Foundations

29% Donations

7% Earned Income

34% SB40 Gov. Fees

8% CARE Funds
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